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the grand prix award as a third-year student in
junior high school. Later, he gained further prom-
inence by winning a major contest for traditional
music that included adult participants when he
was a second year student in high school. Konno
released his first album in March 2017, under the
stage name, LEO.

In April, immediately after his debut, he
entered university and devoted himself wholly to
his studies, since his music department prohibits
performances outside the university during the
first year. Konno says, “Students learn everything
from etiquette to posture over the course of the
year. As I had been performing as I liked up until
that point, it was a difficult year for me.”

Nevertheless, the experience was useful.
Relearning classical Japanese music that was
written about 100 to 400 years ago also had a
great effect on him. “In traditional music, there
are unique musical intervals, and I’'ve finally
become able to incorporate these when playing
modern koto music and music of other genres.
I’'ve been evaluated as having grown a lot in
recent performances, but I’ve personally experi-
enced my growth, as well.”

Konno says that being in an arts university
with students majoring in other instruments and
other fine arts has expanded his world. Restart-
ing his performing in his second year, he devel-
oped plans for performances with artists from a
variety of fields, including spatial performances,
and turning the act of performing itself into an
art form has become one of Konno’s goals. Konno
plans to incorporate many koto pieces that he
composed himself in his latest album, which
is currently in production. Among these is a
cutting-edge piece of music in which the koto’s
timbre is electrically altered with the use of an
effector.

Says Konno, “There are so few children learn-
ing koto today in Japan. We cannot let this long-
standing traditional culture fade away. That
is why I want to show the appeal of the koto to
many more people through my work.”

A traditionally attired
Konno at the koto

Konno in concert

DECEMBER 2019 | _



