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Various Varieties of 
Cherry Blossoms in Japan 

<Part 1>
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Above left: Chishima-zakura produces light pinkish-red flowers as its leaves unfold.      Above right: The cherry blossoms of Shogetsu-ji Temple, 
beloved as a symbol of Kanazawa 

Below left: Shidare-zakura alongside the steam locomotive that used to operate on the Nicchu Line displayed along the three-kilometer-long 
cherry blossom walking path      Below right: Gyoiko-zakura trees are characterized by petals that are light green with pink lines.
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T he cherry blossom—the iconic flower 
of Japan. The country is home to ten 
wild species of cherry trees, includ-
ing the Yamazakura mountain cherry, 

which is said to climbs to over 100 different species 
of wild variants and cultivars in total. In fact, the 
Somei-Yoshino cherry, the most popular variety 
in Japan today, is actually a relatively new cultivar 
introduced in the mid-19th century. This issue of 
Highlighting Japan goes beyond Somei-Yoshino, intro-
ducing famous sites known for specific cherry tree 
varieties from ancient Japan; the Kumano cherry, 
first new wild species of cherry trees discovered 
i n  1 0 0  y e a r s  “ Ku m a n o - Z a k u ra” ,  a n d  m a s -
terpieces  of  Japanese paintings  depicting 
ancient Japanese cherry varieties. 
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SEIRYU-JI 
TEMPLE
Nemuro City, Hokkaido
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YAMATANE MUSEUM 
OF ART
Shibuya City, Tokyo
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SHOGETSU-JI 
TEMPLE
Kanazawa City, Ishikawa 
Prefecture
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GYOIKO-
ZAKURA CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS
Unnan City, Shimane 
Prefecture
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THE INSHO-DOMOTO 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
Kyoto City, Kyoto Prefecture

p16 KUMANO-ZAKURA
Kumano Region

p20 SAKURA-NO-MORI PARK
Motobu Town, Okinawa Prefecture
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THE WEEPING 
CHERRY TREE-LINED 
WALKING AND 
BICYCLING PATH
Kitakata City, Fukushima 
Prefecture

Hokkaido

Honshu

Kyushu

Shikoku




