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Wagasa Illumination Lights Up
Tokyo Business District

Since 2018, the Otemachi area near Tokyo Station has been the site of an illumination event that
uses wagasa (traditional Japanese umbrellas). The contrast between the business district vibe
of the area and the Japanese-style illuminations looks fascinating in photos, making this event

quite the talk of the town. We interviewed one of its organizers.

alumination is a coined term combining
“wa” meaning “Japanese-style” and “illu-
mination.” The event came about after an
executive committee was formed among local corpo-
rate employees interested
in community develop-
ment. Otemachi, the site of
the event, is located in the
northwestern part of the
area between Tokyo Sta-
tion, also known as the main
entrance’té Tokyo, and the
Imperial Palace, where the
Emperor of Japan resides.
Otemachi is onesof Japan’s
most prominent business districts, home to the head-
quarters of many major corporations and financial
institutions, yetfit also holds a certain charm as a place
of historical interest. This is what inspired the execu-
tive committee to choose it as the site for the event.
Although there is almost no trace left of them today,

Multicolored wagasa illuminated
in vibrant light in the center of q »
the Otemachi business district.
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Otemachi is located between Tokyo Station and the Imperial Palace.

(Text: Tanaka Nozomi)

residences of feudal lords' who served the shoguns
of the‘Tokugawa Shogunate lined the Otemachi dis-
trict from the17th through the middle of the late 19th
century. The executive committee decided to orga-
nize an illumination event
that features the wagasa, the
traditional Japanese craft
in order to create a space in
which visitors could expe-
rience a sense of-Japanese
ambience in an area where
feudal lords used to live and
many samurai used to come
and go.

“In 2019, the second year
of holding the Walumination event, we used about
100 wagasa and arranged them in a display like andons*
(Japanese lanterhs) (see photo). We chose Otemachi
Nakadori Street, one of the more vibrant and bus—
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tling thoroughfares in Otemachi, ‘as the site of the ﬂ'..‘—-

display, placed the wagasa on both sides of the street
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curved line

in straight or curved lines, employing variations in
the arrangement, and illuminated them. This display
was very well received. In a different previous year, in
addition to arranging wagasa displays along the street,
we exhibited installations,
such as tower-shaped
wagasa arrangements, in
building entrance halls and
alleys. The light emanating
from the wagasa, which are
made by attaching tradi-
tional Japanese washi paper |
to a bamboo frame, is soft |
and mesmerizingly beauti-
ful. I hope these lights allow
many people to experience the charm of the Otema-
Ml district,” says Kitamura Ayumi, a@ember of the
. ——==eXecutive committee.
In the past, the event progra

mh'_aklng demonstrations by artisa
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are also referred to as andons.

this craft,” and “Amazing! Beautiful Japan!

Otemachi gradually 1ncrea es. W ‘

2. Anandonisa type of lantern made of washi' \Japanesa.nap rattached 1e made
or wood. In the past, oil or candles were used as the light souré'e'bul‘lﬁhday@gmc lanterns
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Above left: Wagasa illumination lights up
Otemachi business district

Below left: [lluminated wagasa arranged in a

Center: Display of a tower-shaped three-
dimensional work

Above right: Wagasa artworks are also displayed
in building entrance halls.

Below right: An installation of traditional
]apanese umbrellas called Wagasa Wall

frames. These attractions were very popular with
visitors from overseas, too. The comments received,
such as “Very beautiful,” “Thank you for showing us
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indicate
that visitors from overseas
enjoyed the workshops with
the awareness that wagasa
making is an experience of
traditional Japanese craft.
Currently, the organiz-
ers are coordinating efforts
toward holding Walumina-
tion in October, 2023. Exec-
utive Committee member
Kitamura Ayumi expressed

her enthusiasm about the event, saying: “Although

q&ﬁ smess district, I would.be very happy
become a place‘v151ted many people-on

klhg hi urs"' and the fan of
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Photo: Walumination Executive Committee
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